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order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and 
before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily for examination, there 
must change the attitude the public toward the disease Any scheme for 
the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public 

Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo, Egypt, March 1938. 

FACTS THAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT DISEASE 

The medical world classes Hansen’s disease com- 
the United States, endemic are foci limited 
Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these States, 
Hansen’s disease rarely communicated contacts 
that from the public health standpoint might consider- 
practically non-communicable disease. 
The Leprosarium Carville was founded fifty two years 
ago. date not single member the medical nursing 
staff has contracted the disease. 
Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not 
comparable with those they would take dealing with 
diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable diseases. 
Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. 
Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-anually 
for short periods. 
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SEE 
After One Year 


Gertrude 


June again and have been Car- 
ville one year. and sixty- 
five days long time the life hu- 
man being. You may say that that only 
year, but when you consider that our 
alloted span only ‘‘three score and 
quite percentage out our lives. 
And there are many more unfortunate 
patients here who have been locked away 
from joys far longer. Some have had 
least one fourth their three score 
and ten chopped off and buried Car- 
ville, but for myself exactly say 
that here, for have been 
too busy for any semblance with corpse; 
busy getting back health, answering 
correspondence, reading proof for THE 
STAR and learning more about human 
nature. 

Here, more than anywhere else that 
have ever been, find that human 
thought flows along the line least resis- 
tance, particularly when its owner plac- 
flow with even greater ease into the stag- 
nant pool smugness 
tion, after skirting most the obstacles 
that stand its way. Occasionally will 
carry obstacle along, only deposit 
somewhere along the way, preferably 
some such place. has 
come that those among the patients 
who have retained few sparks vitality 
and little spunk are considered ‘‘trou- 
blemakers’’ they throw pebbles 
into the pool. the hope raising the 
level thought high enough let flow 
into the which was dug with such 
great devotion and many years hard 
labour. 

year here THE STAR has in- 
creased its circulation the extent where 


seems shameful hold back with the 
antiquated equipment now use. With 

great help the Public Health Service 
awakening the medical profession and 
the public the necessity knowing 
more about Hansen’s disease. said. 
that things come him who 
but waiting and wasting one’s life the 
same time exasperating, particularly 
when have wait for something that 


‘was promised many months ago. The 


trouble with many professional people, 
including some the well-intentioned of- 
ficials the Public Health Service, that 
they don’t realize what other people 
through because they seem 
dowed with the imagination put them- 
selves our place. They look the 
patient from the professional standpoint 
only, wearing blinders the fact that 
too have human urges and feelings. 
not talking our good doctors here, 
but some those who sit over there 
Washington, surrounded all the com- 
forts home, their families, and the 
bility see and hear good shows and 
concerts their own choosing and 
come and where they wish any time 
they please. How can they feel the heart- 
aches and pain being torn away from 
loved ones, how can they see feel the 
tears with which many mother has cried 
herself sleep Nor they know half 
whateach patient has had through 
his home when was discovered 
have leprosy, how his fellow citizens 
changed from normal human beings into 
gibbering idiots through fear him, and 
the abuse and neglect has had suffer 
consequence, not only from his fellow 
citizens, but from doctors well. Every 
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patient practically witheut exception has 
story tell his experiences, many 
books could written about them, and 
the good people who are still hunting and 
burning witches. The U.S. Public Health 
Service has its power away with 
that sort thing concerted drive 
big scale educate the public and the 
medical profession, visually threugh the 
motion picture industry, but also through 
the radio and the press. typical ex- 
ample backwardness and narrow-mind- 
edness was the decision the Louisiana 
State Medical Society, which the New 
Orleans Times-Picayune carried the front 
page May i3, this year, headlined, 


Society Against Relaxing 


tion Regulations which 
the first paragraph reads, Louisiana 
State Medical Society, Monday went 
record any relaxation stan- 
dards used diagnosis and confinement 
its victims.’’ The missed 
wonderful oppertunity. They should 
have headlined the article Louisiana 
State Medical Society went record 
being ‘thoroughly would 
certainly have been more the point for 
the resolution implied that opposed the 
establishment diagnostic and treat- 
ment center New Orleans for treatment 
early cases which should must 
they hopeto eliminate the disease the 
nited States. They went record being 
further advanced than they were fifty 
years ago. short-sighted unimaginative, 
and bigoted. Instead trying mod- 
ernize and bring Louisiana laws Han- 
disease date, they are retard- 
ing progress. The Louisiana law books 
still include leprosy the same category 
with bubonic plague, asiatic cholera, 
smallpox and yellow fever. They still live 
antiquated ideas about the disease are 
concerned,in great contrast New York, 


where other restrictions exist for vic- 
tims disease than the prohi- 
bition food handling, caring for child- 
ren, and nursing the sick. 

When arrived Carville, was sur- 
prised find such nice hospital compos- 
many beautiful buildings and large 
grounds. hear that about four million 
dollars were spent this place recent 
years. However, after having lived here 
for one year, find that there was great 
lack planning the different buildings 
suit the climate and comfort the pa- 
tients. The recreation building compares 
architecturally with any have seen else- 
where, but there air-conditioning. 
stifling particularly the theatre, and the 
patients suffer from colds continually. 

have long outmoded D.C. system 
supplying current the whole station. 
Because the patients are deprived 
many electrical appliances and the hos- 
pital handicapped not being able 
install modern clinical equipment for 
which there crying need. particularly 
modern Xray apparatus. 
absolutely essential for modern treat- 
ment methods and would cheaper 
the long run most modern appliances 
are manufactured for alternating current, 
and converters are expensive and unsat- 
isfactory. 

Too much sunshine contraindicated 
leprosy, but the exercise which the pa- 
tients derive from sports stimulating. 
However, far they have not been able 
get the cooperaticn the powers that 
run the power plant supply them with 
light for the soft ball field spite the 
fact that the patients themselves paid for 
much the equipment-out their own 
pockets. 

cannot understand why, when the 
government has spent much money 
this place, was not built right begin 
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with. The architect who designed the 
buildings should have consulted the prop- 
medical authorities what was 
needed for the comfort and convenience 
both patients and medical staff and 
should have built accommodate the 
buildings the climate. These buildings 
would have been fine for Arizona and 
New Mexico, but they don’t fit into 
Louisiana. 

When came here expected the 
Leonard Wood Memorial using Car- 
ville ideal research center, because 
located endemic area where 
more cases come from than anywhere 
the United States. was surprised learn 
however that such not the case. The 
Leonard Wood Memorial has its head- 
quarters New York and doing some 
laboratory research work Harvard ina 
non-endemic area. me, the greatest 
need for research seems lie the 
field transmission the disease. Con- 
sidering that has been known for some 
six thousand years, certainly seems odd 
that one has found out trans- 
mitted, but the other hand, what can 
expect when little interest has been 
taken the disease that most doctors 
can’t even diagnose it. The American peo- 
ple donated generously the funds for 
the establishment the Leonard Wood 
Memorial, and the Memorial has done ex- 
cellent work the Philippines. Charity 
should begin home. and the rest 
the patients here, would like see the 
Memorial set its laboratories Car- 
ville, where everything hand, endemic 
area, insects, patients both segregated and 
unhospitalized, hospitel records and every- 
thing that their hearts desire, and 
scientists, should think that they 
desire it. 

know that have many friends, 
all them ready and willing champions 
our cause, but there great need 


gathering them together and coordinating 
them into one organization stimulate 
our program, and really get behind our 
efforts national scale. The American 
Legion and its Auxiliary, the Forty and 
Eight, and the Disabled American Veter- 
ans Auxiliary have shown the way with 
the magnificent work which they have 
done here and was fortunate for 
that there were veterans here enable 
them initiate the work and show 
what can done through united effort. 
What are striving for organiza- 
tion such the National Tuberculosis 
Association the American Cancer So- 
ciety. They could work cooperation 
with the Leonard Wood Memorial in- 
dependently because the Leonard Wood 
Memorial purely research organiza- 
tion, and organization like the Amer- 
ican Mission international character, 
being composed mostly medical mis- 
sionaries who work foreign fields. 
Ours must purely organiza- 
tion dedicated not only social 
also research and the education the 
medical profession particular and 
the public generally the real truth 
bout Hansen’s disease, its prevention 
and cure. 

Now that have blown off little 
steam, want talk about myself you 
can stand it. skin tests have been 
running most the time for ma- 
months, and expect that soon will 
show negative test once while. Two 
days after arrival last June, started 
take diasone. Ten days after that was 
given first streptomycin shots, which 
were continued for eight months ad- 
dition the diasone. Improvement was 
most pronounced the first three months. 
After that don’t think that the strep- 
tomycin was any more use. fact, 
believe did more harm than good 
the vertigo from which started suffer 


from third week streptomycin, still 
persists the extent where have use 
wheel chair able walk straight, 
keel right over like top-heavy battleship. 
Some people take drink get that feel- 
ing, but would much rather myself 
once again. However improving lit- 
tlein that respect and live the hope that 
streptomycin spree will not last the 
end days, for what would Peter 
think knocked the pearly gates 
that condition? 

this hospital and the atmosphere 
hope which prevails here. The doctors 
for the most part are very conscientious 
and understanding, but not like the 
climate nor think that conducive 
recovery. opinion, and partic- 
ularly that several scientists, that 
colder, drier climate would effect quick- 
ture. would like very much see the 
Public Health Service soften the sug- 
gestion made some doctors open 
experimental treatment center more 
northern and drier state. will never 
find out just talking about it. what 
need action. And would only fair 
the patients try find out, for after 
all, the patient who suffers the con- 
sequences inactivity that respect 
having stay longer Carville then 
might have drier treat- 
ment center. 

purest good luck were able 
buy tiny cottage the hospital grounds 
from discharged patient and both 
husband and are now able have some 
home life, least for the twelve hours 
the day. our own cooking, have 
little vegetable nice strawberry 
bed and some flowers. This gives hus- 
band lot pleasure and necessary ex- 
ercise. does most the houseclean- 
ing, dishwashing and other odd 
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sides wheeling around when too 
tired walk. does quite bit the 
cooking too, but occasionally have 
put halt his enthusiasm weuld 
put everything but the kitchen sink into 
our noonday soup. 

for me, all our combined cor- 
respondence, proofreading for THE 
STAR, work connected with our local 
lodge the American Federation the 
Physically Handicapped which was 
elected president, also some our 
cooking. and occasionally read Stan- 
ley Stein, the editor THE STAR, who 
blind. This enjoy much does 
for gives chance doing all the 
talking for couple heurs. 

When first found out what was wrong 
with me, had never heard 
disease. All knew was that had leprosy 
and being called did not bother 
any more than being told that had 
the disease. After experiences from 
there however, and the experiences 
many others here, believe would 
the Christian thing for publishers all 
English dictionaries delete the word 
from our vocabulary, because does 
NOT just represent the disease the 
public mind, but something depraved, sin- 
ful, filthy—physically, morally and spirit- 
ually; feared and hated. 
our good people would apply this same 
fear and hatred syphilis instead, 
might lot good and would cer- 
case leprosy. victim dis- 
ease always like lone duck chick- 
yard; the mob feeling like bunch 
boy scouts doing good deed, while they 
pick him pieces. This neither intelli- 
gent nor Christian behavior from civi- 
lized people. 

The Public Health Service has said that 
would start campaign enlightenment 
educate the public and the medical 
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profession but far the efforts 
have come from the patients themselves, 
particularly through the work THE 
STAR excellent staff hard work- 
ing, conscientious patients. However 
hope that soon now concerted effort 
will made the United States Public 
Health Service organize educational 
program and trust Surgeon General 
Parran and Dr. R.C. Williams carry 
out the recommendations the Advisory 
Committee accomplish this efficient- 
all the other difficulties which they 
are beginning clear for the present 
patient body and for future victims 
this disease. 

With the new sulfa drugs, promin and 
diasone, Hansen’s disease can wiped 
out the United States treatment cen- 
ters are set endemic areas, but these 
treatment centers should made part 
state and municipal hospitals, that 
there shall embarrassment the 
patient and wipe out the idea segre- 
gation and separation from other diseases. 
Hansen’s must treated simply 
nother disease—not disease. 


Howard Baer, theartists commission- 
Abbotts the pictorial story Car- 
ville (page 18), was delighted sketch Major 
and Mrs. for our cover this month. 
they had never net before, Howard 
felt knew the Hornbostels. was class- 
mate Caleb Hornbostel, Major Hornbostel’s 
nephew, and attended lectures archi- 
tecture Carnegie Tech under Henry 
Hornbostel, brother Major Hornboste!. 
about Henry Howard 
said, will never forget his remarkable goa- 
tee and the very original red Roman neckties 
which wore onall occasions.’’ When Howard 
Frede Vidar with him. Vidar was with the first 
Cavalry, the first unit enter Santo Tomas 
rescue some 4000 internees, among them 
Mrs. Hornbostel. Mrs. Hornbostel thought 
Vidar looked familiar but she couldn’t place 
him until asked her had not seen her 
Santo Tomas.--Small world! 


SEE THE HORNBOSTEL CASE 
After One Year 

Call coincidence, providence, 
what you will, but May 21, 1946, the 
very day that the Surgeon General’s new 
Advisory Committee Leprosy the 
United States was holding its first meet- 
ing Washington, glaring newspaper 
headlines throughout the length and 
breadth the land screamed that 
San Francisco hospital the wife Ar- 
Major had been diagnosed having 
leprosy and that her husband, survivor 
the Bataan Death March, was pleading 
share her exile for life Carville. Ra- 
dios blared the same story from morning 
until night great was the publicity 
that the Advisory Committee took cog- 
the Surgeon General, deploring the 
publicity and recommending that Major 
Hornbostel given the same considera- 
tion accorded relatives other patients. 

This publicity went for. days, be- 
coming more sensational gathered 
momentum. Most the statements that 
were given the public were contrary 
all known facts about the disease. 

Here Carville, kept the telephone 
and telegraph wires hot, sending and re- 
ceiving messages, frantic effort cor- 
rect the nationwide misinformation which 
felt was destroying, one fell swoop, 
what little had been able accomplish 
THE STAR’s campaign 
the Light Truth Hansen’s 

Weare often asked STAR readers 
and visitors, you think the 
Hornbostel case now? you think 
has helped hurt your Our an- 
swer that has definitely 
fact, believe that the Hornbostel 
coming most opportune time, has 
done more advance public understand- 
ing Hansen’s disease than the usual run 
educational publicity could have done 
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The Hornbostel case has helped be- 
cause revealed the abysmal ignorance 
the American public, including many pro- 
fessional people, regarding 
the same time, has made millions the 
uninformed conscious the disease and 
those who have it, and aroused public 
questioning public. Newspapers and 
magazines that would not have even con- 
sidered using material about leprosy be- 
fore the Hornbostel case broke, have car- 
ried excellent and informative articles; ra- 
dio programs have actually disseminated 
facts about the disease. Interest the dis- 
ease and not curse, and inter- 
est the patients fellow human beings 
steadily mounting the wide- 
spread publicity given the effectiveness 
the new sulfa drugs, with the publicity 
the Hornbostel case, has been happy 
combination center interest this 
hospital. 


While number constructive pro- 
jects were cooking before the public heard 
the Hornbostels, fact that the at- 
tention given this case added that final 
something put them over. For instance, 
the right vote was given the patients 
this hospital amendment passed 
the Louisiana legislature 1946. Some 
the legislators may not have heard 
Carville. but they know about tnat 
Major and his wife and they knew that 
the Major himself had gone bat the 
press the voting question. 


for the Major and Mrs. Hornbostel, 
during the past year have found them 
gracious people, kind and thought- 
ful, considerate the other fellow, and 
the Major has asked for special favors. 
comes and goes daily have other re- 
latives through the years, particularly 
wives who have lived the neighborhood 
doing. 

Both the Major and have al- 


ways lived active and meaningful 
Carville has not dampened their spirits 
any more than their war experiences did, 
nor has their present situation altered 
their marvelous sense humor, which, 
incidentally, very necessary commod- 
ity here. They have pitched right and 
worked our educational program and 
have brought many valuable contacts. 
The Major has been asked speak be- 
fore various organizations. May ad- 
dressed the Business Men’s Club and 
guests Franklin La.. and spoke be- 
fore the State Convention Ba- 
ton Rouge. 

When editorialized the June 
STAR that might look back upon the 
Hornbostel case the turning point to- 
ward and more 
ened attitude Hansen’s disease, 
were truly prophetic though then was 
more hope than prophecy; today 
conviction. 


Among the interesting medical men call- 
ing this hospital May were Dr. Rob- 
ert Parfaite, Head the Public Health 
Service, and Dr. Herve Flock. Director 
the Pasteur Institute. both Cayenne. 
French Guinea. The distinguished French 
doctors included Carville their 
itinerary they had met Drs. Faget and 
Johansen the Confer- 
ence Brazil. Dr. Flock stated 
that the Pasteur Institute Cayenne 
devoted research all tropical diseases 
and the doctors were intensely interested 
the new sulfa therapy for dis- 
ease, the incidence the disease 
French Guinea about five per cent. 

Major Hilda Plummer, Registered 
Nurse who duty with the Salvation 
Army Cochin State, India, and Miss Es- 
ther Hoffman. Florida who leaves 
soon for mission field Liberia were 
here for weeks May observe the 


new treatments. 
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PHS LAUNCH CARVILLE’S 
NEW PROGRAM 

trouble with this hospital that 
it’s too far away from one 
our real old timer patients recently ob- 
served while talking things over with vis- 
iting Public Health Service Official. ‘‘Not 
any countered the Official, ‘‘it’s 
only 

Whether greater interest, 
both, since last meeting the 
Surgeon General’s Advisory Committee, 
this hospital certainly has had influx 
Washington And not only 
have the PHS men visited this place, but 


unlike former years when officials got 


farther than the ‘‘Statien’’, they now 
spend lot time the hospital proper, 


meeting with the patients and discussing 


plans and ideas. 

Here for week May were Dr. 
Reggio, Directer Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation, Leven, P.H.D., 
Consultant the Hospital Division, Ed- 
ward Kelley, Standards Analysis, and 
William Richardson, Consultant 
Community activities, U.S. Public Health 
Service. 

The visit this group was concerned 
with ways and means carry out the pro- 
gram strongly recommended the Ad- 
visory committee December, that 
the vocational and occupational training 
program and the recreational facilities 
Carville expanded and improved. The 
Group surveyed the present situation and 
held many conferences with our local 
medical staff, patient organizations, and 
individual patients. were much im- 
pressed with Dr. Reggio’s sincerity and 
feel that will everything possible 
make the new advances his department 
reality this hospital His impressions 
appear the opposite column. 

Mr. Richardson remaining Carvil- 
tivities for the patients. 


DR. REGGIO DISCUSSES O.T. 
APPLICABLE THIS HOSPITAL 
Carville there the opportunity for 

finding out how physical medicine—that 
physical and oecupational therapy—can 
not know just how much these 
therapies can employed ben- 
eficially the warious manifestations 
the disease. 

know that these two therapies are 
necessary adjuncts the treatment cer- 
tain nerve, bone, and muscle disorders 
due accidents and other disease the 
best results are obtained. This dees 
not mean course that complete resto- 
ration function always possible 
sometimes the damage has been beyond 
the pessibility complete repair but the 
objective restore much function 
humanly possible. 

Take the ulnar involvement for exam- 
ple with its attendant loss sensation 
the fingers and hand progressing later 
the loss function with contracture 
the fiagers amd muscle, bone, and circu- 
lation damage. possible especially 
the early cases stop the gradual pro- 
gress this degeneration the use 
physical occupational therapy con- 
junction with the use the and 
thus maintain function? 

not know why not try 
find out? 

The cause the damage Hansen’s 
disease different from the cause ac- 
cidents and seme other diseases but the 
results are very similar ways. 
know that these therapies are help 
conditions resulting from certain acci- 
dents diseases and only reasonable 
expect that similar help can expect- 
the conditions resulting from Han- 
sen’s disease since they are very much 
like. 

There one way find out how much 
physical medicine can help Hansen’s 


**continued next column** 
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disease, namely, working out definite 
program treatment. 

has been used for many years great 
variety diseases. comprises the use 
physical and occupational therapy all 
its forms may apply the particular 
disease treated. The two forms 
therapy are used side side— not separa- 
tely—but the one supplementing the cther. 

Three things however are necessary 
value these therapies this disease, 
namely: 

First: Trained professional therapists. 

Second: Proper supervision and equip- 
ment. 

Third: Complete cooperation the 
patient the treatments. 

The therapies are prescribed the 
physicians just the same prescribing for 
ahy medicine the patient must take. There 
difference whatever. Unless the pa- 
tient cooperates the 
useless even begin any therapy. 
waste time and effort. the pa- 
tient really wants get well, cooperation 
essential. There can half way 
measures giving the likes dis- 
likes patient for the medicine the- 
made this field. 

Whether diathermy massage. exercise, 
contrast baths, whatever may that 
the therapy must taken 
regularly whether meets with the 
approval not. 

The welfare the patient and how 
can help him her sound phys- 
ical medicine program the one and 
only objective kept mind. 


Advertize The Star for results** 


With the recent appointment Dr. 
Waldemar Metz, prominent plastic sur- 
geon New Orleans, the medical staff 
this hospital, one the important re- 
quests our United Patients’ Committee 
the Surgeon Advisory Com- 
mittee has been fulfilled. 

May Dr. Johansen left; welcomed 
the new consultant his first official 
trip here. right), Dr. Metz, Ken 
Gormin, Carville’s Number One Friend 
the press, New Orleans 
and Hills, Charity Hospital, 
New Orleans. 

Dr. Metz. graduate Tulane Univer- 
Medical School teaches plastic sur- 
gery the Louisiana State University 
Medical School. attending specialist 
plastic surgery the Marine Hospital 
New Orleans, plastic surgeon for the 
crippled children’s division the State 
Board Health and senior surgeon the 
staffs Touro Infirmary and Baptist Hos- 
pital, New Orleans. 

Dr. Metz member tae American 
Society Plastic and Reconstruction Sur- 
gery and adiplomate the American 
Board Plastic Surgery. 

Dr. Metz will visit this hospital once 
month examine patients and will 
his surgery the cases selected, the 
Marine hospital New Orleans. 


Left right: Aubrey Williams (Gulf Oil’s 
Reporter), Dr. Johansen, and and Mrs. 
Hornbostel g2tting set before the CBS mike. 

Lee Crager Chicago, CBS engineer, back- 


For years have been working 


business trying enlighen the Ameri- 
can public about disease, and 
have looked forward the day could 
air our story over national hook-up. 
contacted various radio programs 
but their response was usually off 
reply all. Each one seemed 
afraid undertake such different type 
broadcast. 

tie-up with COLLIER’S, WE, THE 
PEOPLE, (CBS) finally broke the ice 
Sunday evening, June remote con- 
trol broadcast from the stage our hos- 
pital theatre before audience 500 
patients, personnel, and visitors. had 
iess than five minutes We, THE PEO- 


PLE’S half hour broadcast but 


time Aubry Williams (Gulf oil’s 
Dr. Johansen, Major Hornbostel, 
and five patients passing the ball from one 
another conversational fashion pour- 
our story into the attentive ears mil- 
lions radio listeners. 

COLLIER’S (June carried 
Live Again’’, Elsie McCormick’s story 
Carville. Without doubt this story, plus 


THE STAR 
PROGRESS AGAINST DARKNESS 


the broadcast which brought about, 
the biggest and best publicity break 
have had date. 

the WE, THE PEOPLE broadcast are only 
the forerunners things more 
articles national magazines, education- 
broadcasts and motion picture similar 
those which have been produced 
spread kaowledge about other misconcep- 
tions. that through the medium mod- 
ern educational agencies the public will 
given better understanding, not only 
Hansen’s disease but the patient 
individual. 

were fortunate have top-flight 
writer like Elsie McCormick the article 
for COLLIER’S. She regular contrib- 
utor THE SATURDAY EVENING 
POST, DIGEST, and other 
national magazines. Live 
was packed with human interest stories 
that Miss McCormick gathered during the 
week she spent here March and which 
her insight into the lives others and 
ler intuitive understanding them 
translated into attractive and inform- 
ative article. 


THE STORY BEHIND THE STORY 


was through Dr. Frank Combes, 
Professor Dermatology, New York 
University and Director Dermatology, 
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Bellevue Hospital, that Elsie McCormick 
became interested Hansen’s disease. 
will remembered that Dr. Combes 
sen’s disease Doctors Talk Over’’, 
ABC, December 18, 1945.) 

Elsie McCormick said, 
did article about the ‘skin’ for 
COLLIER’S. Dr. Combes worked with 
telling about the encouraging develop- 
ments that were going the treat- 
ment disease. interest 
was aroused but didn't get that 
time. When did get calling 
Dr. Combes, gave some copies 
THE STAR which read from cover 

decided test friends’ know- 
ledge the subject, they are all col- 
lege graduates and intelligent people, but 
remembered what had read Ben 
Hur. and said that the hair turns white. 
One friends said that the skin turns 
silver. Hardly anyone knew that there 
was hope. One afternoon cocktail 
party quizzed some people regarding 
their knowledge Hansen disease. The 
ignorance discovered was colossal. None 
had ever heard promin knew that 
any cases 

this interested very much 
and realized that there was certainly 
need for education. determined write 
article about Hansen’s disease and took 
the idea with hours 
after they gave the assignment, was 


press, word has been receiv- 
that plans are underway coast 
coast educational broadcast about Han- 
disease. The broadcast will 
from New York over NBC late August 
during the National Convention the 
American Legion and Auxiliary. 


have heard Jimmy Davis’ Barn 
Dance Band, led Charlie 
the air, but the evening May 21, 
thanks the hustling Mike Acosta, Chair- 
man for Carville entertainment for Voi- 
ture 340, Baton Rouge, the patients 
danced (above) the this 
band radio and movie fame. Marine 
Hospital Post 188, The American Legion, 
provided refreshments for the short but 
snappy evening entertainment and 
the patients are clamoring for return 
engagement Governor Jimmie Davis’ 
Band, who recently appeared with him 
the movie, 

Speaking return engagements, Mike 
saw that the Saturday Nighters. 
group our favorite entertainers from 
Baton Rouge, came back an- 
other one their bang variety shows 
our theater. Their program May 
furnished delightful evenings diversion. 
Gerry Mertz president and Mrs. Char- 
les Harringtom, Jr. the 


Saturday Nighters, collegiate group who 


are doing. And big hand 
Buck Kleinpeter Voiture who 
always stays the background, but 
largely because his efforts raising 
funds provide transportation that these 
entertainments. under the auspices 
Voiture Locale are made possible. 


**Patronize our advertizers** 


editerial the St. Louis POST-DIS- 
ATCH (March 16, 1947) and reprinted THE 
STAR 1947), entitled ‘‘Leprosy and Dr. 
Parran’’, urged the Surgeon General the 
Public Health Service todo for leprosy what 
did for syphilis bringing discussion out 
into the openand establish treatment cen- 
ters particularly for early cases. Dr. Parran 
replied letter the editor the POST- 
DISPATCH which was published their pa- 
peron The letter follows: 


The Public Health Service has been 
concerned with leprosy for almost 
years For many years our medical offi- 
cers were assigned take care the lep- 
rosy patients the Territory Hawaii. 
During the past years, have main- 


hospital Carville, La. for the 


treatment persons who are afflicted 
with the disease. 


Until the recent past, there 
has been treatmen: for lep- 
rosy. During the past five years, the ex- 
perience our medical officers the 
hospital Carville has given very grati- 
fying results. Beneficial effects the 
treatment leprosy use the sulfa 
drugs are now being confirmed other 
countries. For the first time the history 
mankind feel that can now say 
person: who have leprosy, 
hope 


New Pilot Program 


advisory committee has been work- 
ing with for the past several months 
effort formulate program for the 
care and treatment persons afflicted 
with leprosy this that hope 
may make possible the eradication and 
control the disease. the unanimous 
opinion the advisory committee that 
would desirable establish special 
treatment centers the four states where 
the disease endemic: California, Flori- 
da, Louisiana, Texas. 


THE SURGEON GENERAL’S LETTER 


Before embarking such broad cam- 
paign would seem the part wis- 
dom conduct pilot program order 
perfect methods approach and 
give experience various phases the 
new program. The proposed new pro- 
gram based the desirability recog- 
nizing and placing cases leprosy under 
appropriate treatment early possible. 


Years Without 


One the handicaps that have 
worked against the past has been the 
fact that the average case that enters the 
hospital Carville has had the disease for 
four five years before the condition 
properly diagnosed. The establishment 
diagnostic and treatment centers not 
simple would appear first glamce. 

With the exception few specialists 
diseases the skin, very few physi- 
cians practicing medicine the United 
States are familiar with the diagnosis 
the disease, particularly the early stages, 
The actual work seeing these patients 
must done those our medical of- 
ficers who are experienced the diagno- 
sis and treatment leprosy. 

are now the process setting 
mental basis Louisiana where hope 
perfect our methods early recogni- 
tion cases and promptly placing them 
under treatment. are assigning med- 
ical officer New Orleans who will work 
closely with state and local health author- 
ities Louisiana effort locate 
and diagnose many early cases the 
disease can found. 

propose. without any publicity, 
these patients another hospital 
for treatment. They will thus saved 
from the stigma having been patients 
Carville. You realize that Louisiana, 
Carville well-known institution. 
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Obligation 


its convention here this week, the 
Louisiana State Medical Society adopted 
resolution urging that all treatment and 
research involving infectious cases lep- 
rosy confined, present Carvil- 
le, site this only leprosarium. 

This stand runs directly counter that 
Dr. Thomas Parran, Surgeon General 
the United States. Earlier this month, 
Dr. Parran announced that treatment 
center for early cases leprosy would 
soon established Marine Hospital 
here. Dr. G.H. Faget, until recently direc- 
tor has been named take 
charge the center. Dr. Mason Har- 
gett. the United States Public Health 
Service, has been assigned the state 
health department staff, direct re- 
search program. 

What, then, lies behind opposition 
the plans the nation’s public health 
chief 

From Biblical times down, leprosy 
cursed its victims not only with prolong- 
physical suffering, but with complete 
social ostracism. Crying Un- 
the leper’s fellowman has driven 
him from his sight. 

For ages, medical science has sought 
discover curative treatment for the disease. 
The Public Health Service has engaged 
this quest Carville, where patients come 
voluntarily but must remain reieas- 
ed. Within the past five years, gratifying 
results have been obtained from the use 
sulfa drugs. During 1946, patients 
were discharged from Carville, their lep- 
rosy pronounced arrested cured. the 
words Dr. Parran, the first time 
the history mankind feel that 
can now say persens who have leprosy 
‘There hope.’ 

that the case, what there pre- 
vent eradication the disease this 
country? The answer lies the fact that 


the leper still bears social 
Consequently, most reluctant 
seek out treatment. Moreover, the dis- 
its early stages. and very few physicians 
are fully acquainted with the symptoms. 
Thus. those who enter Carville have often 
had the disease four five years. This 
inevitably diminishes the effectiveness 
treatment. 

For several months now, national 
advisory committee has worked with Dr. 
Parran this problem. was the com- 
decisicn seek the 
establishment special treatment cen- 
ters California, Texas, Florida and 
the four states which lep- 
rosy endemic. The center Marine 
Hospital, well Dr. Hargett’s research 
work. are designed testing grounds for 
the larger plan. The aim: earliest 
diagnosis for disease now sus- 
ceptible successful treatment. 

Dr. Parran best known Americans 
for his relentless and battle 
gainst the public ignorance and prejudice 
which surrounded syphilis. 
sistence and reason, enlisted the sup- 
port the nation’s press his crusade 
against rediculous taboo. Today, syphilis 
has taken its proper along with 
quickly and sensibly medical sci- 
ence can the job 

are the eve similar war 
gainst the taboos surrounding leprosy. 
The disease less contagicus than either 
syphilis tuberculosis. Its victims are 
much fewer number than those any 
other common disease. effective treat- 
ment has been devised. Yet the pall 
ignorance still darkens the leper’s path. 

The task lifting that pall falls natu- 
rally the press, close cooperation 

**Cntinued next column** 
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with medical authorities. Much has al- 
ready been accomplished the past few 
months. Recently the Times-Picayune 
published excellent series articles 
the subject. Other newspapers else- 
where have picked the challenge, and 
all likelihood this trend will accel- 
erated. great opportunity exists for all 
citizens, and for the medical profession 
sound, just and humane cause. 

New Orleans Item 

May 16, 1947 


THOMAS PARRAN, 
Surgeon General the United States. 
**continued from page 


After several months such clinic ex- 


the treatment early cases 


and the development satisfactory meth- 
ods for finding early cases, expect 
expand this plan make effective 
the other endemic states. When have 
secured sufficient experience this pre- 
liminary way, feel, that will then 
justified going the Congress and re- 
questing funds set the special treat- 
ment centers that have mind. 
Your interest the problem leprosy 
the United States appreciated. All 
sympathize with the plight any per- 
son suffering from leprosy. are partic- 


sympathetic with the fact that the 


patients Carville feel that there are un- 
reasonable restrictions imposed the 
public upon persons having leprosy. 

think would well, however, for 
all keep mind the basic fact 
that any person who has leprosy has ac- 
quired the disease from some other per- 
son suffering with leprosy. are aware 
that irksome restrictions these patients 
should relieved, where 
giving these patients more freedom, care 
must exercised that such additional 
privileges not include freedom trans- 
mit the disease others. 


EDITORIAL 
Tradition Reason 

well satisfied that you let one 
little finger tradition, you will have the 
whole monster--horns and tail and all. 
Arnold. 

Not all the moss Louisiana grows 
its beautiful oak trees, some must 
still clinging the backs certain 
Louisiana doctors. Otherwise, how could 
the house delegates the Louisiana 
State Medical Society, its 67th annual 
session New May 12, have 
adopted resolution, urging that all re- 
search, treatment, and care patients 
with Hansen’s disease continue 
confined Carville, the one and 
only Leprosarium the United States. 
The Medical resolution expres- 
sed opposition any reduction iso- 
lation regulations for patients Louisi- 
ana.’’ the society went record 
desirous maintaining the present 
policy policy which has failed re- 
duce the number known cases the 
United States the past years. has 
failed reduce the incidence the dis- 
ease any extent the sections 
Louisiana, Texas, and Florida where 
reasonably certain there are more cases 
without the hospital than within it, and 
those without, few are 

The hen’’ attitude shown 
the medical society’s resolution about 
the same that expressed one 
Montague back 1916. Mr. Montague, 
then president the Board Control 
the Leper said, 
the General Assembly and the Governor 
will continue the present policy (strict is- 
olation), the conquest leprosy Lou- 

One cannot help but compare the med- 
ical 1947 attitude with the un- 
reasoning and prejudiced attitude those 
people whe, 1901, burned the 
ground the buildings Elkhorn Place 
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Jefferson Parish, near New Orleans, 
which the State had purchased for lep- 
rosarium. thie had not occurred, retard- 
ing the progress treatment and research 
the disease, the hospital would not 
now located almost inaccessible 
bend the River. 

The astonishing statement spokes- 
man for the medical society already 
fearful public, that the resolution was de- 
signed ‘‘to counteraet any loose handling 
that might dangerous the public’’, 
left little doubt but that the house del- 
egates opposed the projected creation 
New Orleans medical center for the 
diagnosis and treatment early cases 


Hansen’s disease and for research which 


would spell the eventual eradication 
the disease the United States, out- 
the Surgeon General’s letter 
(page 11). 

Whatever the merits the ‘‘pilot pro- 
patients were treated New Or- 
leans, the medical center for tropical dis- 
eases. many, many more doctors could be- 
come familiar with the diagnosis the 
disease. Repeated instances incorrect 
diagnoses are record even within 
miles this hospital. 

seems that the medicos spoke 
too quickly. The said 
nothing whatsoever about relaxing pre- 
sent archaic regulations but mentioned 
locating early cases not now under treat- 
ment, save them from the stigma 
having been patients 

What the P.H.S. seems have mind 
change its treditional policy bring- 
ing the patient the treatment, sys- 
tem which would take the treatment, 
the patient. This sounds reasonable, the 
patients would nearer home and prob- 
ably have the advantage more suit- 
able climate. But, the patients the 
proposed new centers are subjected 
the same old 1921 rules 


Detention, Treatment and Release Lep- 
then these centers would amount 
nothing more than little Carvilles, retain- 
ing the stigma fostered the present pol- 
icy. 

Unless basic changes are made the 
present system handling cases Han- 
disease the itis highly doubt- 
ful the proposed diagnostic and treat- 
ment would increase the number 
patients seeking voluntary admission; 
when these changes are made one assumes 
they will also apply Carville. 

Experience through the years has prov- 
that any system for the control Han- 
sen’s disease the United States fore- 
doomed failure continues fol- 
low traditional methods founded super- 
stition and prejudice. The voice reason 
and the promptings humanity demand 
that the new policy recognize the estab- 


‘ished fact that Hansen’s disease ‘‘feebly 


even endemic sections, 
and that apparently the average adult 
any population has natural immunity 
the disease. According theory Hansen’s 
disease communicable through prolong- 
and intimate contact plus some yet 
undetermined factor. The x-factor sig- 
because the rate marital in- 
fection negligible and even the person 
person theory questioned some 
leprologists. There are cases Carville, 
some from endemic sections, which 
previous contact can traced 

With the new drugs that now have 
there earthly reason for patient 
with Hansen’s disease ever again becoming 
advanced case, with its accompanying 
tragedies blindness and mutilations. 

Authoritative opinion has that ‘‘the 
public health problem present less 
that discovering new drugs for the 
treatment leprosy tham that per- 
suading patients stigmatized outside 
attitudes and out-moded regulations 
submit 
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ALL AROUND THE TOWN 


The color state fair was combined 
with carnival gaiety the benefit fair 
sponsored the Patients’ Federation and 
the Committee for National Education. 
glittering variety concessions operat- 
under the blazing lights the recrea- 
tion hall and the barkers competed for 
attention their crowd. Young and old 
alike crowded arcund the fish pond, 
waiting for their turn the attractive 
prizes, while many embryo pitcher 
purchased three baseballs for dime and 
tested his skill against the unresisting but 
still elusive targets. 

Bingo attracted those who just like 
sit and cake booth where chances could 
bought baked chickens, candy, 
cakes. and pies invited attention from 
everyone, while games chance and skill 
the unwary. Proceeds from the fair 
will pay the insurance the sta- 
tion wagon and partially finance the pub- 
lication book, which the best arti- 
cles Hansen’s disease, medical, social, 
historical, and human will compiled. 


It’s less than minute walk from the 
infirmary building Cottage Grove but 
like those minutes from Broadway, 
what difference makes.’’ The 
patients who live these cottages. 
privately owned, enjoy near normal 
community home life wish that ma- 
other patients could likewise. Re- 
cently the cottage going the old 
adage that unity there strength, met 
and organized suburban council. Bill Col- 
lins was selected His Honor the Mayor. 
Louis Boudreaux and others will serve 
advisory council. Mayor Collins has 
already started the ball rolling and be- 
cause Dr. understanding attitude 
some improvements have been brought 
bout. Others are come. Newcomers 
Cottage Grove are the Broussards, and 
the 


When our Hospital Protestant Chaplain, 
from vacation trip Illinois. lowa and 
Kansas which and Mrs. Rash are now 
taking. congratulations will order: 

June the annual Commence- 
ment Exercises Wheaton College, the 
largest liberal arts college Illinois, the 
Honorary Degree Doctor.of Divinity 
will conferred upon Chaplain Rash 
recognition his work the ministry, 
Dr. V.R. Edman. President Wheat- 
College. happy coincidence, June 
marks the anniversary Chaplain Rash’s 
ordination the ministry which took 
place Salinas, Kansas. years ago. 
Chaplain and Mrs. Rash have senti- 
mental feeling for Wheaton College 
their son, the Rev. Wayne Rash, 
graduate that school. 

Chaplain Rash has served the Protes- 
tant congregation this hospital for the 
past five and one-half years and and 
Mrs. Rash are well-liked and respected 
the entire patient body. 
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it’s just drawled the 
sweet young thing from Mississippi, reg- 
istering her complete approval the 
brand new Rock-Ola juke box. now the 
center attraction the ballroom our 
Recreation Building. The rest Carvil- 
le’s younger set are equally enthusiastic. 
Shown above group our local jit- 
terbugs one those jive sessions which 
have become almost daily occurrence. 
The long awaited juke box arrived 
May gift from the national organiza- 
tion The American Legion Auxiliary, 
through the special interest 
Norton Pearl Detroit, Mich., Na- 
tional President the Auxiliary. Since 
her visit this hospital last January, Mrs. 
Pearl has been active our behalf and 
she writes that has given her great 
deal pleasure and satisfaction send 
the juke box, which she learned 
grapevine was one the things most 
wished for the patients. The 
leader adds, can just picture its gay 
lights standing your fine recreation 
room and all you dancing merrily its 
music see some you, too, sitting 
quietly, listening some the fine mu- 


June 


sic that available through 

With the juke box the Auxiliary sent 
very fine collection records, ranging 
from feverish beats lush love lullabies. 

Again our warm appreciation goes 
National President the American Le- 
gion Auxiliary. 1945, with Mrs. Gilbert 
the helm, was the station wagons; 
under Mrs. regime, re- 
ceived soda fountain; and 1947 has 
brought the juke box. 


local Unit The American Legion 
Auxiliary has been organized this hos- 
pital with members. Here 


meet with the prospective 


members were Mrs. Ciruti Ham- 
mond. 6th District Mrs. Arthur 
Jefferson: Mrs. L.L. McCormick, 
Destrehan; Mrs. James Ciruti, Pontcha- 
toula; and Miss Joan Ciruti Hammond. 
Mise Grace Joy was selected head the 
new Unit and Miss Hilda Gones the 
secretary. 


The Bobby Wallace Unit 267 gave 
garden party the afternoon Memo- 
rial Day the lawn In- 
vitations were extended the members 
the newly organized local Auxiliary 
nit, Marine Hospital Post 188, Natural 
Club, Sports Group, and THE STAR Staff. 
More than 100 patients enjoyed the Unit's 
hospitality. 

Callers during the afternoon also in- 
cluded Dr. and Mrs. Johansen, Dr. Har- 
gett, Chaplain and Mrs. Rash. Miss Stew- 
art, Mr. Richardson, and Mr. Morgan. 
Motoring from Jefferson Parish were 
Mesdames Hardin, Font. Massa, Wallace 
and McCormick, Mrs Miller and son. 
and Mr. and Mrs. Harry Schartz. 
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impressive Memorial Day service 
was held this hospital May spon- 
sored Marine ital Post 18% and 
Voiture Locale Forty and Eight. The 
patient body assembled the front porch 
the Recreation Building Following the 
flag ceremonial and the singing THE 
STAR SPANGLED BANNER mixed 
chorus under the direction Sister Laura, 
the veterans and their friends proceeded 
the cemetery. The invocation was given 
sented Richard Cadwallader 
Baton Rouge, National Vice Commander 
The American Legion, who made 
stirring address. Mr. Cadwallader and 
Geo Wilkes, who came with him. are 
members Nicholson Post 38. While 
the chorus sang patriotic airs beautiful 
floral sprays were placed the graves. 
The service was concluded with the ben- 
ediction offered Father Abbot Paul 
and Marchand sounded taps. 


time ministrelsy trod the boards 
here Sunday June when 
appreciative audience applauded songs 
interspersed typical burnt 
cork gags. The show under the direction 
Mr. and Mrs. Aiken was presented 
members Matairie Post 175, Command- 
Richard Walsh, and Unit President, 
Mrs. Lucien Landry. The troupe was ac- 
companied the hospital large group 
visitors. 


The United Patients’ Committee com- 
bined bussiness with pleasure the af- 
ternoon May when met with 
group prominent Legionnaires and 
Auxiliary members. was pleasure 
greet old friends well new ones. 
the party were Claude Brown. na- 
tional field secretary, and Mrs. Brown, 
Little Rock, Ark.; Wilson Hebert, New 
Orleans, national field secretary; Jimmie 
Snee, Baton Rouge, national executive 
committeeman; Mrs. Ruth Madison, 
Monroe, Department President; Mrs. 
Wilkes, Baton Rouge, newly elected 
6th District president; Mrs W.K 
Millan, Department rehabilitation chair- 
man and Miss Kirbye Mae McMillan, 
Baton Rouge: and Mr. and Mrs. L.L. 
McCormick Destrehan. Although strict- 
informal, the meeting proved 
lively one, with exchange ideas that 
were morale boosting. 

Preceding the meeting with the UPC, 
the group conferred with Dr. Johansen. 


specially constructed Singer sewing 
machine arrived here May, the gift 
the Lakeview Louisiana Unit No. 229, 
merican Legion Auxiliary. Designed for 
leather working. the new machine will 
enable the patients repair and produce 
leather articles. will definate boon 
our ocupational therapy program 
and when get such program started 
this hospital, under qualified in- 
structor 


Mrs. Rodney Toups, president Lake- 
view Unit who made the aquisition 
this machine her project for the 
year was assisted Mrs. Tommy New- 
man, fund raising committee chairman, 
and Mrs. Dawson, publicity chair- 


man with the enthusiastic cooperation 
the entire Unit 
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NEW CARVILLE 


The hospital has again loaned its 
nique character exposition and its col- 
illustration. This time the brush 
and pen two young artists, Howard 
Baer and Frede Vidar, that try capture 
the essence our existence. With little 
idea what expect, Howard and Frede 
were commissioned paint the place from 
fence fence for the Abbott Laboratories 
publication NEW, which wide- 
circulated the medical profession 
the U.S. and Canada and reprinted 
Spanish and Portugese for distribution 
South America. Charles Downs, vice- 
president charge public relations and 
advertising for that company, made ar- 
rangements for the edition Carville 
and spent several days here orienting the 
artists for their work. When the paintings 
are finished will return complete the 
project. Both Baer and Vidar were sur- 
prised what they found. Howard 
the Pennsylvania Baers said, ‘‘At first 
glance looked like country club 


Howard Baer was born the small 


mining town Finleyville, Pennsylvania. 
found out early age that liked 
draw, that had talent for it, and 
has followed these leanings 
sion. Graduating from Carnegie Tech 
1929, arrived New York overcome 
depression. Cartooning for the New 
Yorker and Esquire and illustrating books 
gave him chance paint and eat the 
same time. has preference for paint- 
ing people. trip Mexico dis- 
covered wealth material which led 
one-man exhibition 1941 Mexi- 
can life. 

During the war Artist War Cor- 
respondent, was with the medical 
corps the front the China, Burma, 
India theatre. Under the strain and stress 
battle, Howard feels that did some 


his best sketches and paintings, some 


which are included book called, 
Without Guns’’. During the occu- 
pation airfield, painted Sea- 
graves, the ‘‘Burma while 
was operating under parachute. Sea- 
graves learned that was there, but 
was not until after the war that they met 
New York. 

now member the Associated 
Artists Gallery and was for this organi- 
zation that returned after years 
series lithographs his child- 
hood Finleyville. 

After seeing many beggars with Han- 
sen’s disease the streets India, 
was quite unprepared for the energetic 
life led the patients here. 

Putting the place paper way 
that would show its singularity proving 
the difficult part the job. 
everything sketch too much like the 
same thing any small community. The 
gang the soda fountain just group 
youngsters that you could find any 
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Such was the complaint Frede 
Vidar. Frede had seen people with Han- 
sen’s disease the streets Japan while 
there with the army engineers. fact; 
had painted one the be- 
cause his multi-colored raiment. 
Frede’s life the army makes good 
reading itself. Born Denmark 
American father who painted his spare 
time, Frede made such good use his 
father’s paints that himself 
studying the Royal Academy-age 10. 


1935 while continuing his studies 
the University California, won the 
Chaloner With this support 
painted his way through much Eu- 
rope, spending the better part two 
years Greece and Italy. 

This the long way that 
when war broke out Frede was the non- 
essential occupation painting murals. 
January 1942 joined the com- 
bat engineers, receiving ski training 
icy mountain blasts only 
shipped the South Pacific. was 
soon shifted unit doing documentary 
painting campaigns, but 
refused the group’s appropria- 
tion while they were Australia and back 


*continued next column* 
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KEY PITT SPORTS 


With month seasonal weather and 
games softball behind them the 
ALL-STAR patient team, sponsored 
the American Legion Post 188, sailing 
along clip .725 percentage points, 
having won and tied The opening 
day throngs were treated twin bill 
between the locals and two teams from 
Baton CYO league. 

The ALL-STARS took the first game 
ona home run Nick Farrel with 
two mates base, but was tired band 
ball players that opened the night cap. 
Conditioning had been held minimum 
the spring rains and with hard game 
behind them, our exhausted stalwarts went 
St. Anthony’s Seniors. course, tired 
not tired have never beaten these 
CYO league champs, but for what conso- 
lation gives us, say were tired. 

The boys have been taking full advant- 
age the chance month’s vacation 
and manager William Daley has 
had shuffle the lineup for almost every 
game, but enough the players are round- 
ing into shape eliminate this difficulty. 


went the regular army aide 
General Casey. Between jaunts the 
front was able paint his experiences. 
Some these were published the Aus- 
tralian government and received favorable 
notice this country. 

Vidar will teach the University 
Wisconsin this summer and complete his 
paintings Carville there. expresses 
the desire give the doctors, through 
his paintings, understanding the disease 
and the people who live with it. 
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THE MIRROR PUBLIC OPINION 


There was item the Seattle 
Intelligencer recently, telling the up-hill 
struggle achieve more sound and rea- 
sonable attitude toward leprosy. After dis- 
cussing the almost negligible communi- 
cability the disease, the article mention- 
THE STAR, referring the fact that 
carried this statement, ‘‘This publication 
has been The inference was 
not good psychology reassure the fear- 
ful way that nullifies everything said 
about the insignificance the communi- 
cable factor. you have tell the world 
THE STAR has been you do, 
you think might well say this 
done only gesture respect the 
unconvinced and because there any 
scientific necessity for it. 


Katherine King Baker, 
Registered Nurse 


District Health Office, Pasco, Washington 


Beginning with the June issue have 
dopted this nurse’s excellent suggestion (see 
Further Facts). 

patients’ outgoing mail including THE 
STAR, baked for one-half hour dry 
heat, 120 140 degrees Centigrade This pro- 
cedure, like others that have become 
traditional here, merely further ‘‘homage 
Scientists have not determined 
how Hansen’s disease transmitted but they 
know that all ezperimental inoculations 
both humans and with Han- 
sen, supposedly the causative agent the dis- 
ease, have failed. And they also know that 
Hansen has not been successfully 
artificial media, even though thousands 
attempts have been made with every known 
media, including used for 
tuberculosis bacilli. 


MELANCON, Jr. 
FANCY GROCERIES 
AND GENERAL MERCHANDISE 


Carville, Louisiana 


experience and the ef- 
ficacy the new sulfa drugs, group 


‘leprologists and interested citizens recom- 


mended last December basic changes 


the methods control and treatment 


leprosy the United States Public Health 
Service. They advocated approach 
the problem from the public health view- 
point rather than reliance segregation. 
Apparently action has been taken 
the Surgeon General these pro- 
posals, which recently ENDORSED 
THE PUBLIC 
HEALTH RELATIONS THE NEW 
YORK ACADEMY MEDICINE. 

Members American Legion Post 188 
the National Leprosarium are bitter 
the delay the Public Health Service 
taking action these recommendations. 
They point out that the 
leprosy less than that tuberculo- 
sis, yet tuberculous veterans, although 
encouraged, are not required accept 
hospitalization, 

They urge that cases Hansen’s dis- 
ease treated the Veterans Admin- 
istration other illnesses are handled. 
view the proposals-of-the committee 
leprologists, the recommendations the 
New York Academy Medicine, and 
the experience the New York City De- 
partment Health, appears their criti- 
cisms are valid. Dr. Israel Weinstein, 
Commissioner Health, has said, 
experience with the management lep- 
rosy without segregation has been most 
for civilians. There ap- 
parent reason why New York veterans 
with this disease could not handled 
the same 

this enlightened age the manage- 


ment leprosy should based scien- 


tific knowledge and experience rather than 
prejudice that springs from biblical days. 
Dr. Howard Rusk 
the NEW YORK TIMES May 18, 1947) 
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FURTHER 


Despite the fact that among the 
many leprosaria scattered throughout 
the world thousands well workers, 
religious and lay, have been daily as- 
sociation with the patients the inci- 
dence infection very small. some 
these cases reasonable doubt existed 
whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This 
especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the coun- 
try where the disease occurs frequently 
when the disease known have 
existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from 
neighboring communities have been 
employed the Carville Leprosarium 
plumbers, painters, cafeteria help, 
clerical workers, laboratory technicians, 
etc. With but one possible exception 
native this endemic section) not 
member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remark- 
able record, considering that this hos- 
located almost within the heart 
the most endemic section the 
most endemic state the union and 
one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculo- 
sis sanatorium can point such re- 
cord? 


FACTS, based actual experience 
over long period years (the most val- 
scientific yardstick furnish indubi- 
table proof the remoteness the 
commiunicability Hansen’s disease. 


Since the bacil- 
lus, hundreds attempts have been 
made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully 
met the requirements for proof, and all 
attempted innoculations animals 
have been unsuccessful the same ex- 
tent. scientist more than 145 re- 
corded cases has been able toinfect him- 
self other human volunteers at- 
tempted innoculation the germ. 


EASE THE BIG PROBLEM Han- 
sen’s. Once that determined, the 6000 
year old practice imprisoning per- 
son for life because happens 
sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen. Nor- 
wegian physician, announced his dis- 
covery the germ which causes the 
disease. appearance and size close- 
resembles the germ which causes tu- 
berculosis, the tubercle bacillus. sin- 
gle erganisms impossible for the 
distinguish between 
the two germs. 


Hansen’s not included the list 
quarantinable diseases New York 
State and patients that State are sub- 
ject norestrictions. down, go). 


man woman may remain per- 
fect physical health for years after con- 
tracting disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted 
any social gathering. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail. sterilized before leaving the hospital. This 
done only gesture respect the unconvinced and not because there any 


scientific necessity for it. 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from John P.Harris, 


Carville, Louisiana. 


This activity open all interested patients. THE STAR its entirety hand 
set patients. Subscribers, kindly notify change address. THE STAR can- 


not forwarded. 
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FOR YOUR BANKING 
SEE WRITE US, 
WHERE 


Checking Accounts, Savings Accounts 


Baton Rouge 


Christmas Savings, Loans, Shop 
Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, 
Bank Money Orders, Phone 2-4421 


Travelers’ Cheques THE CANTEEN 


Where 
Your patronage greatly appreciated 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window, 
let know any way can serve 
you any time. 


Owned and operated the patients 
Jack Weir, Mgr. 


LOUIS CARVILLE 
GENERAL MERCHANDISE 


Carville, Louisiana 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 
BATON ROUGE 


THE STAR 


Published monthly patients the United States Marine Hospital, National 
Leprosarium, Carville, Louisiana. 
The purpose this publication to: 


sell everything.If don’t 
have stock will get it! 


Promote educated public opinion Disease. 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 
Encourage and finance social service for needy patients. 


Subscription $1.00 per year. 
Please send THE STAR to: 


Zone 


City 
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